x                                    PREFACE
I have outlined  in   these   volumes,   I  desire to repeat  a
warning which I have given in the text.     While I have
shewn reason  to think that in many communities sacred
kings have  been  developed   out of  magicians,   I  am   far
from   supposing   that   this   has    been    universally   true.
The causes  which have   determined the  establishment of
monarchy have no doubt varied greatly in different countries
and   at   different times:   I make no pretence   to   discuss
or even enumerate  them all: I have merely selected one
particular cause   because   it   bore   directly   on   my special
enquiry; and I have laid emphasis on it because it seems to
have been overlooked by writers on the origin of political
institutions, who, themselves sober and rational according to
modern   standards,   have  not   reckoned    sufficiently   with
the enormous influence which superstition  has exerted in
shaping the human past    But I have no wish to exaggerate
the importance of this particular cause at the expense of
others which may have been equally or even more influential.
No one  can be  more  sensible  than  I am of the risk of
stretching an hypothesis too far, of crowding a multitude of
incongruous particulars under one narrow formula, of reducing
the vast, nay inconceivable complexity of nature and history
to   a   delusive   appearance   of   theoretical    simplicity.     It
may well be that I have erred in this direction again and
again; but at least I have been well aware of the danger of
error and have striven to guard  myself and  my readers
against it    How far I have succeeded in that and the other
objects I have set before me in writing this work, I must
leave to the candour of the public to determine.
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